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The President de Novion, above alluded to, was a

man given up to iniquity, whom money and obscure

mistresses alone influenced.   Lawyers complained of

his caprices, and pleaders of his injustice.   At last, he

went so far as to change decisions of the court when

they were given him to sign, which was not found out

for some time, but which led to his disgrace.   He was

replaced by Harlay in 1689; and lived in ignominy

for four years more.

About this time died Petit, a great physician, who

had wit, knowledge, experience, and probity; and yet

lived to the last without being ever brought to admit

the circulation of the blood.

A rather strange novelty was observed at Fontaine-
bleau: Madame publicly at the play, in the second
year of her mourning for Monsieur! She made some
objections at first, but the King persuaded her, saying
that what took place in his palace ought not to be con-
sidered as public.

On Saturday, the 22nd of October of this year (1702),
at about ten in the morning, I had the misfortune to
lose my father-in-law, the Marechal de Lorges, who
died from the effects of an unskilful operation per-
formed upon him for the stone. He had been brought
tip as a Protestant, and had practised that religion.
But he had consulted on the one hand with Bossuet,
and on the other hand with M. Claude, (Protestant)
minister of Charenton, without acquainting them that
he was thus in communication with both. In the end
the arguments of Bossuet so convinced him that he
lost from that time all his doubts, became steadfastly at-
tached to the Catholic religion, and strove hard to con-                              jj